






What are green jobs?
In a nutshell, green jobs are  high-quality jobs that are saved or created by policies that will shift our economy toward greater sustainability. 
Some other characteristics of green jobs include:

Good jobs. Green jobs are good jobs. They are local jobs with a pension, and with fair wages that support families and communities. •	
They can be entry-level jobs, if they are on a career ladder that a worker can climb up, or they can be mid-career or peak-career jobs. 
They are stable and less susceptible to volatile global commodity prices. 

Safe, healthy, equitable workplaces. Green jobs comply with occupational health and safety standards, provide pay equity, and respect •	
the right of workers to organize and create labour unions.

	Traditional occupations. Many green jobs are in traditional occupations like construction, manufacturing, engineering, finance, or other •	
fields. They are familiar occupations, but apply such skills to initiatives that improve the environment.

	New occupations. Other green jobs are in new occupations – some that we haven’t ever seen before and can’t imagine yet. These are •	
the kinds of jobs that will be held by young adults and youth currently in the education system – people who have new skill sets, new 
aspirations for their careers, and new expectations of their governments

	Community-based. Green jobs are spread across the land. They are located in rural areas and urban areas. They are smaller and more •	
evenly distributed than mega-projects, and they enable workers to stay with their families and live in their communities.

Training programs. Green jobs will be supported by training programs, where needed. The shift to a new, green economy will create •	
demand for new skills and new workers. In order to satisfy that demand, training programs will be needed to ensure an adequate supply 
of skills.

Green the economy. Green jobs will reduce pollution, improve the environment and help build the new, green economy. They will make •	
our economy more stable and less vulnerable to oil markets, reduce our energy consumption and pollution, clean our air and rivers, and 
diversify our economy – all while building a sustainable, stable future for our children.

Green economy strategies will create many jobs that won’t even be perceived as being green. Yet they will serve to improve the environment, 
whether directly or indirectly. 


